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In preparing our comments for the filing deadline, we omitted the following point and respectfully
request that it be considered. Thank you for your review of this issue.

Recommendation 31: In XX-1.2(f), definition of eligible biomass, include the following
addition to the definition: virgin forest material must be harvested from certified forests (FSC,
SFI, or equivalent).

Rationale: Biomass plants will approach carbon neutrality only if harvested material is from
sustainably managed forests where increases of carbon due to forest growth are greater than or
equal to carbon released at the plants. Although FSC and SFI do not directly address carbon
stocks, we believe they are a suitable surrogate that allows for a higher level of certainty that the
material comes from sustainably managed land rather than from activities such as clear cuts prior
to development, which are not carbon neutral.



